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Report: Meddling is 
a threat to 2018 vote 


Document outlines ongoing attempts 
by Russia to influence U.S. elections 


DREAMers’ court win 
could be short-lived 


Advocates brace for eventual reversal 
of Tuesday ruling that preserves DACA 


IN MONEY 


Retailers learning how 
to outfox Amazon 


Successful holiday season shows 
department stores can compete 


IRS debt collection 
hits poor hardest 


Watchdog report also says IRS losing 
money by using private collectors 


IN SPORTS 


Top-seeded Eagles 
a home underdog? 


Oddsmakers have installed Falcons as 
3-point favorites in playoff matchup 
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McGowan will target 
‘rapists, molesters’ 


Actress takes her aggressive stance 
on sexual harassment to reality TV 
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Pay gap dispute 
hits Hollywood 
in ‘All the Money’ 


Mark Wahlberg got paid $1.5 million for 
reshoot while Michelle Williams took in 
less than $1,000. Exclusive In Life 
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Trump’s secretive real 


estate sales hit $35M 


Nick Penzenstadler 
USA TODAY 


President Trump’s companies sold 
more than $35 million in real estate in 
2017, mostly to secretive shell compa- 
nies that obscure buyers’ identities, 
continuing a dramatic shift in his cus- 
tomers’ behavior that began during the 
election, a USA TODAY review found. 

In Las Vegas, Trump sold 41 luxury 
condo units in 2017, a majority of 
which used limited liability companies 
— corporate entities that allow people 


to purchase property without revealing 
all of the owners’ names. 

The trend toward Trump’s real estate 
buyers obscuring their identities began 
around the time he won the Republican 
nomination, midway through 2016, ac- 
cording to USA TODAY’s analysis of 
every domestic real estate sale by one of 
his companies. 

In the two years before the nomina- 
tion, 4% of Trump buyers utilized used 
the tactic. In the year after, the rate sky- 


See TRUMP, Page 2A 


Condos in President Trump’s Las Vegas 
development were sold to secretive 
shell companies. TRUMP HOTEL COLLECTION 


Mudslides deal California 
another devastating blow 


Before 
SN 


US 101 at the Olive Mill Road overpass was flooded with runoff water from 
Montecito Creek and blocked with mud and debris after heavy rains in 
Montecito, Calif. All the rain raised the risk of mudslides and flash flooding. 
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17 dead, dozens missing 
on heels of record fire 


John Bacon 
USA TODAY 


Search and rescue efforts intensi- 
fied Wednesday for hundreds of Mon- 
tecito residents feared trapped in 
their homes after deadly walls of mud 
and debris roared down California 
hillsides stripped of vegetation by 
ferocious wildfires. 

The one-two punch of fire and 
downpour-fueled debris flows have 
debilitated the affluent, picturesque 
community of about 10,000 people. 
The slides have killed at least 17, 
destroyed an estimated 100 homes 
and sent rescuers scrambling 
through the rubble searching for doz- 
ens who are missing. 

“We have no idea where they’re 
at,” Santa Barbara County spokes- 
woman Amber Anderson said. “We 
think somewhere in the debris field.” 

Sheriff Bill Brown said the primary 
focus of first responders was “to 
evacuate those who are trapped and 
need help getting out.” He said resi- 
dents can shelter in place in their 
homes. 

The county fire department tweet- 
eda photo of a mud-encased 14-year- 
old girl being rescued from the rubble 
of a Montecito home. Fire spokesman 
Mike Eliason said the girl had been 
trapped for hours. 

Scores of homes have been de- 
stroyed or severely damaged. Sheriff 
deputies and other first responders 
had to cautiously pick through debris 


See MUDSLIDES, Page 2A 


USA SNAPSHOTS® 


of Illinois 
relocations last 
year were exits, 
making it tops 


for outbound 
moves. 


Next in line: 
New Jersey 62.9% OUT, 
New York 61% OUT 


SOURCE 2017 United Van Lines National Movers 
Study of 48 contiguous U.S. states 
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Fitness falters among Southern Army recruits 


Jim Michaels 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - The Army’s prob- 
lem of finding physically fit recruits at 
a time of rising obesity in the USA is 
especially acute in the South, where 
the service traditionally draws a high 
percentage of soldiers, a study report- 
ed Wednesday. 

Army recruits from Southern states 
are generally in poorer physical condi- 
tion than those from other parts of the 
country, concluded researchers at The 
Citadel, a prestigious military college 
in Charleston, S.C. 

“This has a real impact on national 
security,” said Daniel Bornstein, a re- 


11 states with highest 
rate of recruits injured in 
Army basic training 
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searcher who led the study. 

The regional distinction suggests 
that government policy can influence 
fitness, and the South may be falling be- 
hind the rest of the country. “Some of 
the greatest public health achievements 
have come as the result of state-level 
policy change,” the study said. 

Eleven states — Alabama, Arkansas, 
Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Texas and West Virginia — had among 
the highest rates of recruits injured dur- 
ing basic training. 

Southern states generally have high- 
er obesity rates. Adult obesity is 35% or 
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